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The Cavaliers of Lincolnshire and part of Newcastle's cavalry, headed by Lord Widdrington and Sir John Henderson, fought them at Winceby on October nth. Cromwell led the van, seconded by Sir Thomas Fairfax.
" Immediately after their dragooners had given the first volley," says a parliamentary narrative, " Colonel Cromwell fell with a brave resolution upon the enemy ; yet they were so nimble, as that within half pistol shot, they gave him another ; his horse was killed under him at the first charge, and fell down upon him ; and as he rose up he was knocked down again by the gentleman who charged him ; but afterwards he recovered a poor horse in a soldier's hands, and bravely mounted himself again. Truly this first charge was so home given, and performed with so much admirable courage and resolution by our troops, that the enemy stood not another ; but were driven back upon their own body which was to have seconded them ; and at last put them into a plain disorder; and thus in less than half an hour's fight they were all quite routed.'*
Thirty-five colours, and nearly a thousand prisoners were the trophies of the victors; Lincoln and Gainsborough fell into their hands a few weeks later. Moreover, on the very day of the victory of Winceby, Lord Fairfax sallied forth from Hull, beat Newcastle from his trenches, and forced him to raise the siege in disorder. Thus the Association was secured from invasion, Lincolnshire conquered, and the Parliaments hold on Yorkshire maintained.
So closed Cromwell's second campaign. He had shown a skill in handling cavalry very rare amongst